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Today on the 13th of July 2020, 
seventeen political parties 
heeded the call to participate at 
a consultative meeting invited by 
the Zimbabwe Heads of Christian 

Denominations. The meeting is part of a series 
of consultations lined up by the churches to 
find consensus on the current but also the 
long-standing challenges facing the nation. 
Today’ s meeting is a culmination of a week 
of extensive bilateral engagements in which 
even those political parties that did not 
attend today’ s meeting gave input.

Among the challenges raised by the participants 
were;

First, the need for everyone to realize that 
the nation is in an emergency situation. It was 
noted with concern that the current state of the 
health sector characterized by the failure by 
government to amicably resolve the protracted 
strike by medical personnel, did not augur well 
with the desperate need to prepare for the 
spiralling cases of Covid-19. Coupled with this 
was the realization that the resources mobilized 
for the pandemic  were not being handled in 
ways that instilled confidence to the public

Second, there was a huge outcry among the 
participants regarding the failure to implement 
the constitution. While some participants 
raised concerns on the integrity of the current 
constitution, there was unanimity that it was 
supposed to be implemented before it can be am 
ended. The participants agreed that the failure to 

implement and honour the constitution had seen 
an increase in fear among citizens confronted 
by violence and many unresolved cases of 
abductions and systematic torture at the hands 
persons alleged to be state functionaries.

Third, the participants highlighted the 
negative effects of the current economic 
collapse characterized by increasing corruption 
cases, most of which are not being resolved 
satisfactorily. There was general agreement that 

even the inform al economy which had become 
the source of livelihoods for the majority of 
citizens had been destroyed, not only due to the 
effects of Covid-19, but because of the economic 
policies in which citizens were not properly 
consulted. This level of poverty has further 
marginalized citizens especially women and 
children to be able to meaningfully participate 
in democratic processes. 
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Fourth, the participants also noted that at 
the heart of many of the issues raised above, 
was the failure to properly bring closure to 
the m any hurts and human rights violations 
of the immediate and long-past, including, but 
not isolated to Gukurahundi. They highlighted 
that without such closure, the nation has not 
managed to build a shared national vision and 
shared values. There were concerns that, due 
to this wounded past, some communities feel 
deliberately marginalized from the national 

development priorities.
Participants agreed that these issues could 

neither be addressed in isolation nor by only 
a few actors. The intertwined and overarching 
nature of these issues require an urgent, 
inclusive, broad-based national dialogue process 
involving political parties, CSO, business, the 
security sector, traditional leaders and churches, 
among other players. The participants therefore 
requested the church leaders to consult all 
these stakeholders towards an inclusive, 
comprehensive and broad-based national 
dialogue process, as a matter of urgency.
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NEWS/CITIES UPDATE

Churches have entered day 43 
going into prayer for the nation. 
The prayer meetings are being 
facilitated by the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ).

The prayer meetings are being held on 
Facebook  and Zoom, which focus on praying for 
transformation in Zimbabwe social, economic  
and political situations which have impoverished 
ordinary citizens. Pastors, business people and 
Christian leaders have participated in what is 
likely to be a historic prayer event in the nation’s 
40th year since independence.

The EFZ president, Bishop Never Muparutsa 
also noted that there was need for the church 
to pray for the turnaround of the country’s 
economy. He said it was also important to 
pray for those in the leadership positions to 
be accountable.

“I am calling on the nation to pray for the 
deteriorating economy and general lack of 
stewardship in God given natural resources. We 
need wisdom and integrity to create an inclusive 
economy,” he said. 

 The Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops Conference, 
general secretary, Father Federick Chiromba 
urged churches to continue praying for the 
meeting between the church and political 
leaders.

“Let us ask God to give them wisdom and 
guide their decisions that they may always put 
people first, to endow them with high moral 
character and integrity,” he said.  

Pastors from various church denominations 
are taking part in the 90 days of prayer where 
they are each given a slot to pray for different 
situations that are affecting Zimbabwe and its 
people.

Some of the prayer requests included 
praying for the end of gender-based violence. 
The General Secretary for the Union for the 
Development of Apostolic Churches and 

Zionists in Africa (UDACIZA) called on the people 
of Zimbabwe to support families experiencing 
gender-based violence.

“I am calling on all Zimbabweans to pray 
and support families experiencing sexual and 
gender-based violence during this time of 
Covid-19. May we support and protect those in 
distress, raising our families in a conflict – free 
environment,” he said. 

Bishop Lazarus Khanye, the President of 

Zimbabwe Council of Churches urged the 
country to pray for the deteriorating health 
sector and the continuous increase in Covid-
19 cases. 

“I am calling the citizens of Zimbabwe to 
prayer regarding the rise in Covid-19 cases 
and our health care workers. We pray that God 
protects all the health care professionals from 
the illnesses they are treating, and make them 
instruments of God’s healing,” he said.

Churches  90 days of prayer 
for the nation still going

People who are quarantined in 
Victoria Falls have revealed that 
they are going through a difficult 
time as they are not being given 
enough food.

One of the inmates who preferred anonymity 
revealed that the conditions that they are 

exposed to are bad, hence the  high number of 
people who escape  from the quarantine centres. 
The inmate also disclosed that they did not have 
breakfast on some of the days. 

“Yesterday, we were not given breakfast and 
there was no explanation given. Thankfully 
we did have lunch, but it was cooked with 

rotten mealie meal. Given the conditions I have 
witnessed, it is little wonder that you regularly 
read of escapees and alarming positive cases at 
quarantine centres,” he said.  

To Page 4

 

Returnees at Vic Falls quarantine centre starve
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Cities and Towns Update
PLUMTREE: There is no electricity since 
Saturday, due to cable theft. Water is also not 
available   since pumps use electricity. Fuel 
is available in all service stations. Masks are 
being used by most people, although some are 
not wearing it properly. The biggest challenge 
is acquiring a new place to use as quarantine 
centres since schools are reopening.

 LUPANE: All businesses are fully operational.  
Masks are used though some do not wear them 
properly.

TSHOLOTSHO: Today 44 church leaders 
met to be advised by the Ministry of Health 
and Child Care on Covid-19, as they resume 
church services. Most churches will have some 
challenges to buy infrared thermometers.  

Though we have not recorded a case in the 
district, we now live in fear as some people are 
smuggling bodies from South Africa. Prices of 
commodities continue to rise

HWANGE: Transport challenges continue to 
be the order of the day in Hwange, as scores of 
people  spend long hours queuing for Zupco 
buses.

9.7 million children globally could be forced 
to drop out of school by the end of this year 
due to deep budget cuts to education and 
rising poverty caused by Covid-19, a report 
by Save the Children has indicated.

The Chief Executive Officer of Save the 
Children, Inger Ashing said in light of these 
findings, the government must urgently 
invest in learning. She said the poorest and 
most marginalised children have suffered the 
greatest loss due to the pandemic.

“Around 10 million children may never return 
to school. Instead, we are at risk of unparalleled 
budget cuts which will see existing inequality 
explode between the rich and the poor, and 
between boys and girls. We know the poorest, 
most marginalised children who were already 
the furthest behind have suffered the greatest 
loss, with no access to distance learning or 
any kind of education for half an academic 
year,” she said. 

According to the report, girls are at increased 
exposure to gender-based violence and risk 
of child marriage and teen pregnancy during 
school closures. In an interview with CITE, the 
Headman of Dingindawo line in Tsholotsho, 
Ward 17, Gibson Khumalo said he feared that 
some of the children might not go back to 
school due to teenage pregnancies and failure 
to raise tuition fees.

He said most of the learners have spent 
the last three months without doing any 
schoolwork since the abrupt closure of schools 
in March, due to the novel coronavirus. 

“Covid-19 has really affected us, especially in 

the education of our children. Some learners 
might not be able to go back to school when 
schools reopen due to many different reasons.  
Some of the reasons could be that some of the 
girls will be pregnant, while others may lack 
tuition fees. It has been too long with children 
not going to school,” he said.

Headman Khumalo added that the pandemic 
has altered their daily routines as most 
villagers are now living in fear due to limited 
information.

“The second thing is that we do not even 
know what it is, or how it is spread. We only 
know that it’s killing a lot of people out there,” 
he said. 

“In this area where we are staying it is  
overwhelming us and is shocking because 
we do not even know what to do when one is 
diagnosed with it. We are not even aware of 
the symptoms or where one goes if they want 
to be tested.” 

Another villager, Lameck Ncube said the 
closure of the border has affected their 
livelihoods as most of them depend on their 
children in neighbouring countries for support.  

“We have been affected by Covid-19 due to the 
closure of borders, as we rely on our children 
who are based in neighbouring countries. They 
used to send us food on a regular basis but 
now we are facing challenges.” 

Meanwhile, Tertiary Institutions in the 
country resumed lessons following the 
governments’ directive to open schools for 
exams classes. 
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The inmate said upon arrival they were told 
that they would be tested and will be at the 
centre for eight days. He said there were no tests 
being conducted upon entry and those who have 
been released have been waiting for results for 
the past three days.

“I arrived at the Victoria Falls centre some 
days ago and we were told that we would be 
quarantined for eight days. We were lied to. 
There are no tests that are being conducted 
on entry. Those who have been tested for exit 
have been waiting for their results for three days, 
they could very well be positive having been 
infected by a new arrival by the time they get 
those results. 

Due to the opening of schools, the inmates 
at the quarantine centre had to be moved to a 
lodge. The inmate said the entire lodge shared 
one broom and there were no disinfectants or 
sanitisers. 

“The deplorable hygiene levels at the ‘lodge’ are 
to be seen to be believed. There are no brooms or 
mops, the entire centre shares one broom which 
increases the chances of contracting the virus. 
There are no disinfectants or sanitisers,” he said.

He said they were not allowed to buy food from 
the nearby food outlets.  He said people have 
lost hope in the quarantine centres and police 
officers are not executing their duties properly 
which leads to the escape of those who would 
have been tested positive. 

“Even if you have the money to buy, we are not 
allowed to order hot food or snacks to consume 
in the centre. Efforts to get those in charge to 
purchase on our behalf have been unsuccessful. 
It is difficult to understand why the authorities 
would behave in such an unhelpful manner.

All hope is not lost though. The police do not 
take their duty to guard the facility seriously and 
are not always in sight, this provides those who 
do not suffer my cowardice an opportunity to 
escape,” he said. 

Returnees at Vic 
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