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ZCA capacitates 
Makhovula community
The people of  Makhovula area in 

Lupane  have been surviving from 
market gardening for a long time.  
This has  changed as the country is 
going through a drought and the 

dam that they relied on for watering their 
gardens is drying up.

Zimbabwe Christian Alliance this week  held 
a meeting with the community as well as 
other stakeholders which include the District 
Development Coordinator, Agritex -Sizimele, 
traditional leaders and the National Peace and 
Reconciliation Commission. The purpose of 
the meeting was to identify and come up with 
interventions that can help the community and the 
farmers utilise the resources they have for income 
generation. 

Speaking during the meeting, the ZCA executive 
director, Reverend Useni Sibanda said the 
community has been surviving through the gardens 
but it was time for them to have a paradigm shift 
and see their gardens as a way that they can earn 
a living at the same time supply their products to 
other villages and the nation. 

“ After seeing the need in Makhovula, we saw it fit 
to come in and help the community identify ways 
they can strategize and shift from the ebay they 
were doing things in the past. there is need to deal 
with the structural challenges that are prevailing 
and renew the leadership of the area so that the 
community can work efficiently to its full potential,” 
he said. 

Rev Sibanda went on to say that the community 
should desist from having a dependency syndrome 
but come up with ideas that can sustain their 
businesses. He said ZCA aims at transforming the 
community by bringing in new models of doing 
business.

“ Framers should not wait for donor funding only 
but they should come up with localised ways of 
earning an income and this will help them sustain 
themselves and their businesses.  Our models 
will also bring in the aspect of peace building and 
conflict resolution,” he said. 

Bishop Patson Netha, who is the ZCA board 
member and Turning Matabeleland Green (TMG) 
said this will be a pilot project and it will run 
for six months. he said if the models that will 
be implemented during this period prove to be 
working then it will be adopted to other areas in 
Lupane.

“The community has been farming for a long 
time but there are some gaps that have been 

identified and there is an urgent need to address 
them. Many youths have been excluded in  farming 
hence they are not making an effort to be part of 
the community projects. We are  hoping that the 
models we will implement will be successful and 
youths have to be involved,” he said.

Bishop Netha said TMG will train the community 
on poultry farming as well as tomato farming. 
He said this will help them shift from their small 
gardens but to bigger gardens that will also increase 
their pockets.

“ Our aim is to bring in new ways of thinking 
that are very productive. We are not doing this 
to compete with other initiatives that are already 
existing but we aim to compliment them,” he said. 

ZCA executive director, Reverend Useni Sibanda addressing villagers at Makhovula area
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The Zimbabwe Human Rights 
Commission (ZHRC) has raised 
concern over the continued 
infringement of the rights of 
human rights defenders in the 

country. The Commission has urged the 
government to uphold the rights of citizens 
as enshrined in the constitution.

The statement was released following the recent 
cases of violation of human rights defenders which 
include the attacks on civil society as well as 
political and religious groups which are highlighting 
the diverse human rights abuses taking place in 
the country. 

Tthe Commission noted that human rights 

ZHRC concerned of Human Rights violations

defenders can defend human rights as part of their 
jobs or in voluntary capacity by supporting respect 
of human rights in their communities and countries. 

“They can also do so by collecting and 
disseminating information on human rights 
violations, supporting victims of human rights 
violation, taking action  to secure accountability 
and end impunity supporting better governance 
and government policies as well as human rights 
education and training,” read the statement. 

The Commission called upon the government to 
respect, protect, promote, and fulfil the rights as 
enshrined in the Declaration of Rights as provided 
for by section 44 of the constitution.

“ZHRC calls upon the government to safeguard 
and advance human rights as dictated by 
international human rights law and obligations 
imposed by treaties and conventions Zimbabwe 
is party to,” read the statement.

Political parties were urged to desist aiding and 
abetting violation of human rights whilst Regional 
and international community were also urged to 

abide by the principles encapsulated in the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

“Political parties should promote enjoyment of 
the rights to peace, human dignity and personal 
security as enshrined sections 51 and 52 of the 
Constitution. The regional and international 
community is urged to support Zimbabwe in coming 
up with domestic solutions to its political and 
socio -economic challenges and also to facilitate 
elimination of conflict and hostility between the 
state and citizens,” read the statement.

They called upon citizens and human rights 
defenders to exercise their rights with caution 
bearing in mind the ongoing pandemic in the 
country that has claimed 150 lives. 

“Citizens and human rights defenders are urged 
to exercise their rights  responsibly, always taking 
cognisance of the escalating public health threat  
being posed by the Covid-19 pandemic by refraining 
from peddling false  news that is divisive and 
inciteful,” read the statement. 

Final year students will sit for their 
ZIMSEC examinations this year, the 
Government announced on Tuesday 
risking confrontation with teachers, 
learners and parents.

Schools closed prematurely in March following 
the coronavirus outbreak, but lack of internet 
connectivity for a majority of pupils means many 
are not prepared for the exams set for November 
and December.

Speaking following a Cabinet meeting 

on Tuesday, information minister Monica 
Mutsvangwa said: “Cabinet notes that schools 
are continuing with their preparations for the 
reopening of schools for final examination 
classes. The developed and approved guidelines 
that were put in place for the June 2020 
examinations will be used for the holding of 
the final examinations in November/December.”

Schools temporarily re-opened in June 
for pupils who registered to sit the mid-year 
examinations. The Government limited the 

number of pupils per classroom in line with 
social distancing guidelines, but this will be 
harder to meet when all classes resume owing 
to a classroom and teacher shortage.

Teachers’ unions have demanded that the 
Government provide personal protective 
equipment before schools can re-open, but the 
broke Government is unlikely to meet those 
demands, risking a rapid spread of the virus. 
Source: Zimlive

Grade 7, Form 4, 6 Zimsec November exams to go ahead

Hopewell Chin’ono
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Government yesterday relaxed the 
national Covid-19 regulations, 
in a statement which was 
issued during a media briefing 
by Minister of Information, 

Publicity and Broadcasting Services, Monica 
Mutsvangwa.  

The national curfew which was starting at 6pm 
has since been shifted to 8pm daily. Business 
hours have also been reviewed from 3pm to 
4.30pm.

The transport sector which has caused public 
outcry as citizens highlighted that the sole public 
transporter, Zupco, was failing to cope with the 
large numbers of commuters within permissible 
hours for movement. 

According to the new regulations, a designated 
lane for Zupco buses and commuter omnibuses 
must be created at roadblocks to expedite their 
passage. Public transport drivers were instructed 
to undergo regular Covid-19 polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) tests to ensure that they are not 
infected by the coronavirus. 

Last month, President Emerson Mnangagwa 

announced a night curfew from 6pm to 6am for 
all but essential services and a retreat to 8am 
to 3pm working hours for exempted businesses 
along with criminalisation of deliberate or 
reckless transmission of Covid-19. 

The relaxation of Covid-19 regulations comes 
at a time when Zimbabwe has a total of 5308 

confirmed cases, with 3 848 of those having 
recovered from the virus. A total of 135 deaths 
in the country have been recorded since the 
beginning of the pandemic.

The National University of Science and 
Technology (NUST) has been directed to work on 
the production of PCR primers and viral transport 
media to facilitate a more robust testing regime 
in the country. Furthermore, in order to curtail 
the spike in infections, the Government noted 
that the country requires a more robust testing 
regime.

The Government said in coming up with 
the new resolutions, they noted the plight of 
the public and the need to lessen the risk of 
contracting Covid-19.

On a Twitter post by Secretary for Information, 
Nick Mangwana,  said the Cabinet has directed 
that immigrants who are PCR negative on arrival 
will no longer be detained but be put on home 
quarantine and reviews will be conducted by the 
Rapid Response Teams in that locality. However, 
those who test positive on arrival will be placed 
in quarantine centres.

Covid-19 lockdown regulations relaxed

Minister Monica Mutsvangwa

Concern over delay in opening of 
Hwange Covid-19 isolation centre

Hwange residents have expressed 
concern over delays in the 
opening of the 5 Miles district 
Covid-19 isolation centre amid 
reports that the facility is lacking 

critical equipment at a time when there has 
been reported positive cases in the district.

The 5-Miles facility, which had been earmarked 
as a district hospital was abandoned after it 
developed structural defects some 15 years ago

The completion of the much-awaited hospital 
would come as a relief as Hwange was relying 
on private facilities in Victoria Falls as isolation 
centres.

The development comes in the backdrop of 
a rise in Covid-19 positive cases in the district 
with six positive cases being recorded recently.

As of Wednesday, Matabeleland North 
Province had 98 confirmed cases and 33 of these 
were active after 62 people recovered. Three 
deaths have been recorded in the province, two 
being from Hwange against a national death 
toll of 150.

An official close to the development who 
requested anonymity told CITE that lack of 
critical equipment including Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for frontline workers was 

delaying the opening of the facility.
“To start with, should the centre be opened 

there is only enough PPE to last just under 
two weeks. Who would want to be deployed 
in such conditions noting the rising number of 
medical staff being infected as a result of the 
poor or unavailability of protective gear? The 
facility does not yet have a laundry machine 
amongst other critical stuff such as ventilators. 
Yes, some companies have donated various 
services towards its completion but there is 
still more to be done especially in equipping 
the facility.”

Acting Matabeleland North provincial medical 
director Dr Munekai Padingani could not be 
reached for comment however, Hwange district 
Covid-19 task force chairperson, Ndumiso 
Mdlalose said the refurbishment of the 
hospital had been completed and was awaiting 
commissioning by the Matabeleland North 
Minister of State Honorable Richard Moyo.

“Work on the isolation centre at 5 Miles is 
complete as you may be aware there was a 
lot of civil work that needed to be attended to 
because of the state of the structure. So the 
major works including the staff cottages have 
been completed and now await commissioning 

by the Minister,” said Mdlalose.
He, however, could not be drawn to say when 

the commissioning was likely to take place.
Mdlalose who is also Hwange Local Board 

Town Secretary said the isolation centre will 
likely house between eight and 10 beds.

Recently six OK Supermarket and Zimbabwe 
National Roads Administration (Zinara) 
employees stationed at the Hwange Tollgate 
tested positive for Covid-19 following Rapid 
Diagnostic Testing (RDT) tests last week.

The development at Dinde toll gate sent a 
panic wave amongst villagers who said they 
feared for their lives after some of the infected 
employees came into contact with them.

Conclusive Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) 
tests results are yet to be released meanwhile 
the six have since been sent home to self-isolate.

Matabeleland North was the first province in 
the country to record a positive Covid-19 case in 
March and had managed to contain the spread 
of the pandemic until recently when there 
was an influx of border jumpers particularly in 
Lupane and Tsholotsho districts.

Authorities are investigating contacts of most 
of the cases.
Source: CITE
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Some of the suburbs in Bulawayo 
have gone for more than six months 
without running tap water from 
their homes. The once perceived 
clean city with reliable, safe water 

has lost its status as residents are exposed to 
unclean and unsafe water sources.

Citizens in suburbs such as Sizinda, Luveve, 
Magwegwe, Pumula and Nkulumane have 
resorted to using communal water points such 
as boreholes. These boreholes are however 
now a potential Covid-19 hotspot as they are 
characterised with long queues and overcrowding.

In an interview with The Christian Voice, 
Jabulani Chirinda said the water crisis in Bulawayo 
was life threatening as people have no water to 
drink let alone cook and wash. He said the crisis 
would have been manageable if the responsible 
authorities had set their priorities right.

“We are in the midst of Covid-19 and one of the 
health guidelines is that we should avoid public 
gatherings and maintain social distancing, but 
you notice that more than 50 people will be at 
that one borehole. This is a serious health time 
bomb,” he said. 

Nomcebo Siziba from Pumula mentioned that 
most of their time is spent at the boreholes as 
running water is now a dream. She said the local 
authorities should consider providing sanitation 
at the boreholes as many people handle the 
borehole without sanitising the borehole handles.

“I don’t even know how many people handle 
the borehole to draw water. That is a danger itself 
as we are told that coronavirus can also be on 

Boreholes potential 
Covid-19 hotspots

surfaces, yet we are not disinfecting it. Some of 
the women come with their children and they play 
together as they wait for their parents. Children 
cannot keep their masks on for a long time which 
also exposes them to the virus,” she said.  

Siziba suggested that the council should also 
stick to their programme of supplying water to 
the residents through water bowsers. She said 
this could help reduce crowding and long queues 
at boreholes.

“Council should consider increasing the number 
of bowsers that they are sending with water and 
they should stick to the timetable as well. Another 
thing they need to do is inform residents that a 
water bowser caters for how many people so 
that we do not overcrowd only to go back home 
without the water,” she said

However, Warren Mwareni said people should 
stop criticising the local authorities as they are 
performing better than other councils in other 
cities. 

“To all the people who are criticising Bulawayo 
City Council (BCC)  for its efforts and services, the 
day you relocate to other cities you will realise 
how orderly and functioning BCC is efficiently 
run and does the best given the circumstances. 
It is also the duty of the people to make sure that 
they adhere to the given safety regulations when 
they are at boreholes,” he said. 

Recently the treasury disbursed ZWL$205 million 
in support of efforts to improve water supply in 
Bulawayo following  the serious water shortages . 

BULAWAYO: Water woes are still continuing and it’s 
now posing  danger to the citizens as they search 
for water. Residents are receiving water  twice a 
week in most suburbs. Pumula has not received 
water for the past week and this will expose people 
from diseases such as typhoid and diarrhoea 
by drawing water from unprotected wells. City 
council bowsers have been overwhelmed by large 
numbers of people that need water. 

HURUNGWE: It was business as usual with shops 
and beer halls operating beyond the stipulated 
time. The public is getting more relaxed and are 
not following some of the  precautionary measures 
against Covid-19. Pirate taxis are operating  and 
are overloading passengers. Some of  the people 

are now condemning the lockdown  stating that it 
is  a waste of time as it’s not serving its purpose. 
Almost everything has reverted back to where it 
was before the pandemic.

TSHOLOTSHO: Most of the people were not 
aware of the changes in time for the curfew and 
close of shops. Some of the shops closed at 3pm 
. People cannot afford to buy groceries as shops 
are selling in forex. Some shops no longer accept 
swipe or Ecocash.

CHINHOYI:Police patrols are mainly in town. 
Long queues are seen at banks, pharmacies, 
council offices and other business establishments 
as business operators are allowing a few people  
at any given time into their place of operations. 

The  majority of the citizens were not aware of the 
change in times of business closure and the new 
curfew regulations. 

The Chinhoyi Ecumenical Fraternal hosted their 
monthly day of prayer this Wednesday at two 
different venues. Plans are already underway to 
make sure the three prayer centres will be active 
for the September prayer.

GWERU: In Mkoba people are no longer putting 
on masks and adhering to Covid -19 regulations. In 
town vendors are harassed and arrested by state 
security and also those who were suspected to 
be any artisanal miners were  also arrested. A lot 
of soldiers were doing their toitoi in Mkoba using 
Bristol via Mambo road

Cities and Towns Updates


