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President Mnangagwa  has fired the 
Minister of Health Obadiah Moyo, 
as medical staff strike continues.

Minister Moyo is facing allegations 
of corruption  involving a tender case 

for Covid-19 supplies estimated at about USD60 
million without using the proper government 
channels.

According to a press statement released by the 
chief secretary to the president and cabinet  Dr 
Misheck Sibanda, the Minister has been removed 
from the cabinet with immediate effect.

“Please be advised that his Excellency the 
President of the Republic of Zimbabwe, Cde 

E.D Mnangagwa has in terms of section 340, 
subsection (1),paragraph (f), as read with 
section 104, subsection (1) of the Constitution 
of Zimbabwe has removed Dr Obadiah Moyo 
from the office of the Cabinet Minister with 
immediate effect for inappropriate conduct for a 
Government Minister,” read the press statement. 

Dr Moyo was recently arrested and ordered 
to pay ZWL$ 50 000 by a Harare magistrate 
following revelations of alleged inappropriate 
conduct over the purchase of Covid-19 materials 
sourced by Drax International said to be headed 
by Delish Nguwaya in Harare.
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A huge percentage of revenue that 
flows into Zimbabwe is generated 
at the border town of Beitbridge 
in Matabeleland South but the 
town remains as one of the most 

underdeveloped in the country.
According  to the border town deputy Mayor,  

Councillor Munyaradzi Chitsunge,  there is need 
for urgent implementation  of devolution and 
empowering local authorities to manage their 
own resources.

Speaking during the ongoing budget 
consultative meeting organised by the Zimbabwe 
Christian Alliance, Councillor Chitsunge, also 
challenged residents to complement the efforts 

of the local authority to ensure development.
“The speedy implementation of processes such 

as Devolution will dearly contribute towards 
the effective execution of duties by many local 
authorities. If you look at Matabeleland South 
province it has six districts who are all under-
funded despite the endowment of natural 
resources that is there. I believe that the 
decentralisation of the governance system will 
ease the burden on the local authorities”, he said.

The deputy  Mayor also reiterated that the 
procurement process under the Procurement 
regulatory Authority of Zimbabwe (PRAZ) was 
adversely affecting their operations as a Council.

“The process at PRAZ frustrates us as the 

Council because of the  high inflation  rate  which 
erodes budgets and allocations  even before 
money is spent,”the deputy Mayor said.

Echoing the deputy Mayor’s sentiments, 
councillor for Ward 2 Takavingei Mahachi, said 
the  bureaucracy embedded in the system  has 
also  become a burden to residents as well. He 
said that this had led to mistrust between local 
authorities and residents.

He reiterated that the council just like all the 
councils in the country were severely affected 
by the economic challenges and have to 
regularly rely on funds from non-governmental 
organisations. 

To Page 2

‘Delay in implementing devolution 
stifling local authorities development’
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“The Council through the help of various NGOs 
have been gallantly restoring water pumping 
and carriage pipes, replacing water pipes in 
the city, resuscitating sewerage plants, and 
improved sewer reticulation. Recently the 
Council managed to construct a traffic circle 
in Dulivadzimu which has eased the number of 
accidents that were now happening in the area. 
There has also been great strides that the Council 
has done tremendous work in sewer reticulation 
as evidenced by the completion of the Wamlala 
bridge’’, said Cllr Mahachi.

The area councillor also stated that they are 
proud, as a council that some areas in the Alpha 
suburb recently managed to get running water 
after decades of being dry.

During the meeting, participants identified 
priority budget areas which they envisage to 
see the council prioritising during the coming 
budgeting period. These included provision of 
clean water, sewer reticulation and repairing 
damaged roads.

“Our plea as residents is that the local authority 

should prioritise service delivery instead of 
steering resources to subtle capital projects 
that end up tapping the little resources that 
are there. Since it has been mentioned that the 
procurement process is cumbersome, I therefore 
urge the local authority to prioritise effective 
service provision. We as the residents are willing 
to assist the council with resource mobilisation 
but however we would like to get assurance that 
they would be empowered enough to spend 
the money without waiting for frustrating 
authorisation processes from the Ministry”, said 
Pastor Sonnyboy Siziba.

One youth who attended the meeting Reward 
Vuma challenged the local authority to amplify 
their budget consultation awareness? He 
lambasted the council for not being aggressive 
in their endeavour to cascade the budget 
awareness process.

“As youths we tender that the Beitbridge local 
authorities aggressively do a massive awareness 
campaign on the budget making process as 
we are mostly not aware of the dates for the 
meetings. We also urge them to use other means 
such as the viral social media platform”, he  said.

‘Delay in implementing devolution 
stifling local authorities development’

Proceedings at the ZCA Budget consultative meeting in Beitbridge
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Situated  80 kilometres from the 
town of Beitbridge, Bishopstone 
is a thriving roadside market  
where women and girls jostle 
for motorists to buy oranges and 

amacimbi.
As motorists stop,  the cars are swamped by 

jostling women and girls each trying to get the 
attention of the motorists to buy their produce of 
sacks of oranges and buckets of mopane worms.

“Cheap oranges, cheap, cheap, R50 per sack, 
negotiable”, bellowed one woman

However on days when sales are low women 
are forced to ‘sell on credit’ to passing stranger 
customers. And how does one trust a passing 
stranger?

“We coerce them to buy the product by 
pretending to sell to them on credit. At times 
through this modus operandi a customer might 
negotiate to get a sack of orange for half the 
price. For us there is no problem as we would 
have at least managed to sell something”, giggled 
one woman as she shied away from The Christian 
Voice team..

However at night,  business stops and the area 
becomes deserted with a few women  who may 
try and get truck drivers who do night driving.

“We wait for motorists who drive late and keep  
ourselves warm at night otherwise we would 
freeze to death’’, lamented Esther Siziba, one 
of the vendors.

This routine has been ongoing for decades 
now as women and girls try to earn a living 
from selling oranges and macimbi to passing 
motorists. One lady who identified herself as 
MaMoyo from Ngoma village said that she has 
been selling oranges and wares for close to two 
decades now.

“Days are not the same. I have been here since 
2005. Sometimes buses full of people stop here 
and buy all our stuff. Sometimes we can go on 
for days without any sales especially during this 
Covid-19 period sales have been low”, she said.

“We are doing this to sustain our livelihoods. 
As women are we are innovative enough to 
supplement family incomes. I have managed 
to buy goats in Ngoma through this business. 
We are not going to stop”, she boastfully added.

For some the orange and macimbi business 
has become a source of livelihood in spite of 
the dwindling economic situation in Zimbabwe. 
One girl of school going age said that she has 
managed to supplement her school fees through 
selling orange by the roadside

“Fees? Yes I have managed to pay for myself. 
I usually do this during the school holidays but 
now since the Covid-19 period I have extended 
my days here at the roadside market”, she 
rhetorically answered.

The nearby orange plantations of Bishopstone 
and Nottingham farms are the sources where 
these women get their stocks.

“The place has indeed become an epicentre 
for independent empowered women who are 
advancing themselves despite the economic 
challenges. This model should be celebrated 
as it shows that women are now empowered to 
supplement family incomes. We as the budget 
advocacy team would like to go there and learn 
from them so that we replicate the process to 
urban women”, said Pastor Busani Moyo, the 
ZCA hub coordinator.

Rural Beitbridge women 
thrive on macimbi, 
orange business

Women from Beitbridge rural areas sell oranges by the highway side
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Cities and Towns Updates
REDCLIFF: The government is looking for 

partners who will work with them to re-open 
Zisco Steel. This will bring great relief to 
the community of Redcliff as residents will 
have chances of employment. This will also 
contribute towards the upliftment of the 
economy of Zimbabwe in a drastic way. 

TSHOLOTSHO: People are still waiting for 
subsidised mealie-meal as they cannot afford 
to buy from shops.  There is a shortage of 
cooking oil, sugar and flour. People are still 
travelling to Bulawayo using private cars as 
there is no public transport.

GWERU: Transport remains a problem as 

Zupco buses are very few compared to the 
number of people that are coming into town. 
Vendors are now back in streets.

HURUNGWE:  it is business as usual in the 
area, most people are still wearing their masks, 
but some seem to have forgotten about the 
importance of the masks. Flea markets are 
open though some table owners have not 
opened yet. Zupco has started operating in 
Karoi /Magunje and Magunje/Zvipani. 

PLUMTREE:  It is business as usual and the 
CBD is busy throughout the day. Total service 
station is the only filling station selling fuel 
in ZWL$ but they are accepting cash only as 

there was interruption in service for banks. The 
availability of quarantine centres is a challenge 
since churches who had offered their churches 
are now functional.

HWANGE: Transport remains a challenge 
as people spend time in queues waiting for 
the two buses that save Hwange and the 
surrounding areas. Flea markets are open now 
by those who have registered.

BINGA: Shops are demanding USD and are 
not accepting the local currency. People are 
now left stranded because they do not have 
access to USD. There has not been fuel for the 
past three weeks.

Eleven  nurses arrested at Harare 
Hospital for demonstrating against  
low salaries and poor working 
conditions have been released on 
bail.

According to Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights  the nurses were arrested during 
the demonstrations against poor working 
conditions and low salaries.

The nurses were released on ZWL$1000 bail 
and have been ordered to report at their nearest 
police stations once a week.

In Bulawayo, nurses at United Bulawayo 
Hospital joined the national demonstrations 
demanding  that police should stop arresting 
and harassing the medical workers.

 The nurses who were demonstrating carried 
candles with them which they said was part of 
their prayer and meditation for their colleagues 
who have been arrested.  

“We are carrying these candles as we are 
praying and meditating for our fellow colleagues 
who have been incarcerated for exercising their 
rights. We demand that they be freed and go to 
their homes,” said one of the nurses. 

One of the nurses who was addressing the 
demonstration said the nurses were tired of 
being ill-treated and it was about time that the 
government stopped sending police officers 
instead of addressing the problem. 

“How long should police interfere in our issues 

Arrested nurses 
out on bail

instead of the responsible authorities engaging 
with us. If they have something to say then they 
should come and tell us  rather than sending 
police officers,” he said.

The nurse called on the government to 
recognise them as frontline workers and 
consider that they are exposed to  Covid-19  virus   
that has claimed the lives of 9 people in the 
country. They said some of their colleagues are 
now infected because the health sector is not 
provided with the proper personal protective 

clothing.
“ We have been working throughout the 

lockdown attending to patients without proper 
personal protective clothing but when it comes 
to our salaries they do not want to pay us 
according to the amount of work that we are 
doing.  They need to consider that we are taking 
risks here and that is why you find that some 
of the nurses are contracting Covid-19 because 
they do not have the required protection,” he 
said.

NEWS/CITIES UPDATES

Some of the nurses that were arrested at Harare Hospital on Monday


