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Nkayi villagers in Matabeleland 
North province are lagging  
behind in development as a result 
of apathy in actively attending 
ward development programs.

This was revealed by ward councillors who 
attended a budget awareness meeting that was 
organised by Zimbabwe Christian Alliance.

While presenting a session during the meeting, 
Councillor Mthandazo Sibanda (Ward 2) said 
Nkayi residents traditionally do not flock to 
the ward budget consultative meetings which 
subsequently has a bearing on the effectiveness 
of the process

“The participation of Nkayi residents in the 
local authority budgeting process can influence 
decision-making. Traditionally residents in Nkayi 
do not embrace the principle of attending the 
budget making process. Most residents presume 
that this process is for a select elite few hence the 
apathy. We have tried as councillors to encourage 
residents to attend the process but to vain”, he 
said

In his session, the Councillor further explained 
how he has devised mechanisms of promoting 
resident participation in his area

“In my area (ward 2) I have included traditional 
leaders in our budget mobilisation structures. 
We have noted that the village's traditional 
structures also help to disseminate information 
to various parts of the ward. The budget making 
process in Nkayi usually takes places at the end of 
August but I ensure that by the 31 March of every 
year I would have collected all the submissions 
from villagers”, said Councillor Sibanda

Speaking at the same meeting the Nkayi Rural 
District Council (RDC) treasurer Mr Lawrence 

Mudimba further urged residents to attend the 
budget making process as this was imperative 
to the development of the region.

“Citizen participation is relevant at each stage 
of the budget process – resource allocation, 
budget execution and budget evaluation. The 
attitude of local authority is a major predictor 
of whether meaningful participation will be 
undertaken. The success of participation 
depends in part on administrative capacity to 
disseminate information and hold meetings. It 
is therefore our prerogative for the Nkayi RDC 
technocrats to disseminate information to the 
residents”, said Mudimba.

“We are very grateful to various non-

governmental organisations and church groups 
such as Zimbabwe Christian Alliance (ZCA) who 
are giving us the space to discuss the budgeting 
process. I sincerely hope that such platforms 
would greatly reinvigorate the zeal to attend the 
budget meetings”, he added on

However residents aired their concern on the 
lack of intensive awareness on the budgeting 
process that is being done by the local authority. 
Most of the residents who spoke during the 
meeting expressed dismay at the manner in 
which the budgeting process is being done.

To Page 2

Villagers’ apathy stalls 
Nkayi development

 ZCA budget awareness meeting in Nkayi
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“The challenge that we have is that the 
technocrats who come to the ward consultative 
meetings usually use heavy jargon that we don’t 
understand. This therefore cripples us residents 
as we won’t be able to meaningfully articulate our 
issues there. Our plea to council therefore so that 
they should use language that is compatible with 
the ordinary citizens ”, said 65 year old Angelinah 
Chinhanga. 

Pastor Sipho Mafu, another resident who 
attended, quizzed why the administrative 
surcharges that the council was imposing on the 
residents was not clearly explained on how it's 
spent.

“My question is who benefits from the revenue 
that is being collected by the council. It is imperative 
to hear how the council revenue is being spent. 
We always hear that there is a 70/30 percent split 
that is for administration and projects. It will be 
ideal for the council representatives present to tell 
us how the money is being spent. This will quell 
suspicion of money embezzlement”, he said.

In response the council treasurer (Mudimba) 
stated that the council coffers were currently 

affected by the non-commitment by residents to 
pay their dues.

“The whole budgeting process is informed by the 
active participation of the residents in paying their 
obligatory rates. Their whole hearted payment of 
rates helps the council to full function and meet 
its obligation”, he said.

Residents also quizzed why the Council was 
charging them rates for services that they are not 
being offered. They singled out services such as 
sewer reticulation that was not being offered by 
the council.

“What puzzles me is that the statement form 
council will be having charges for services such as 
sewer reticulation when in essence that service is 
not being offered by the council. As for me I am 
using a septic tank hence my query for the billing 
system,” said ZCA Nkayi coordinator Pastor Zenzo 
Moyo.

The local authority budget making process 
that ZCA is currently undertaking envisages to 
create awareness amongst the community on 
the importance of attending the budget making 
processes. The initiative will also create a platform 
for local authorities to engage with their respective 
constituencies on matters of budgeting.

Villagers’ apathy stalls Nkayi development

The church has been challenged 
to take an active role in helping 
orphaned children as well as child 
headed families. This was revealed 
during a meeting that was held by 

Zimbabwe Christian Alliance in Chinhoyi.
Speaking during the meeting, the ZCA board 

chairman, Reverend Obert Shatai said child 
headed families and orphans have not been 
spared from the challenges that many people in 
the country are going through due to Covid-19. He 
said it was important at this time for the church 
to show love and support to these children.

“Young girls and boys are forced to start fending 
for themselves at a younger age. Imagine how 
stressed we get as adults when we think of the 
needs that we have in our families and these 
children go through this at a very young age,” 
he said.

Rev Shatai also said that as a result of the hard 
times that the country is going through, some 
children are now forced into doing things that 
are unthinkable to make a living. 

According to media reports cases of child abuse 
has been on the rise since the lockdown.

“Media reports have shown us that child abuse 
cases have increased since we have been on 

lockdown. Some are staying with stepparents 
who are not treating them well. As the church 
we need to stop talking about it but also act on 
it,” he said.

The Mashonaland West Social Welfare Officer, 
Mrs Leah Mutandiri said the church could help by 
identifying members that can help with providing 
foster homes or care to the orphans.

“The church could help by setting up homes for 
abandoned children and child headed families so 
that they grow up in a family set up environment. 
They can also encourage their members to 
provide care and love for these children as it is 
one of the major things they lack,” she said.

She said besides providing love and care, 
there was also a need to do capacity building 
and life skills training for some of the children. 
Mrs Mutandiri said there are some who have the 
capacity to run a business as they sell different 
products.

“They can be taught life skills and how to come 
up with income generating skills so that they do 
not end up engaging in abusive relationships for 
money. If they are empowered then they can 
resist from entering unhealthy relationships,” 
she said.

Church challenged to help  
orphans, child headed families
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Zimbabwe Christian Alliance hub 
in partnership with the Plumtree 
district Aids Council hosted a 
health awareness campaign on 
Tuberculosis (TB), HIV and Covid-

19.
The meeting was attended by 30 church 

leaders from Mangwe district and five 
traditional healers who were trained on 
stigmatisation that comes with being infected 
with these diseases.

In an interview with The Christian Voice, the 
Plumtree hub coordinator, Apostle Jephias 
Ncube said the training was held at a  time 
when those who are at quarantine centres are 
uncertain of how they will be welcomed back 
in the community.

“The trained community leaders were 
equipped with information that they were going 
to use at their respective communities.  Many 
times, people are rejected and stigmatised not 
by the community only but their families as 
well after contracting these diseases,” he said.

Apostle Ncube said the training will help 
the church leaders and traditional healers to 
conscientize the community on the importance 
of showing love and care towards those who 
have been diagnosed positive for HIV, TB and 

Covid-19.
“These people are no different to us so why 

should we paint them with a different brush 
because they are sick. If we do not care for 
these people, they might end up depressed 
and stressed,” he said.

During the meeting, the hub had the chance 
to share their work on psychosocial support in 
the community. Apostle Ncube said besides 
sharing the work they are doing as a hub, 
they managed to encourage pastors to raise 
awareness in their churches.

“Now that some churches have opened, we 
need to use this opportunity to raise awareness 
on the issues around TB, HIV and Covid-19. 
Whilst we are worshipping, we also need to 
adhere to the required health standards,” he 
said. 

The Aids Council also noted that church 
leaders were a major stakeholder in the 
prevention and educating community 
members on the need to complete treatment.

“There are some cases where people are not 
completing treatment which causes them to 
relapse. People should also normalise going 
to the hospital whenever they suspect that 
they have signs and symptoms of TB, HIV and 
Covid-19,” he said.

ZCA Plumtree 
partners with Aids 
Council on health 
awareness campaign LUPANE: Vendors are back to selling their wares 

by roadsides whilst some are selling from their 
car boots. Some people are no longer following 
the rules of wearing the face mask. To many 
it seems like the lockdown ended when the 
regulations were eased.

BINGA: The price of mealie-meal has gone 
up to ZWL$450 per 10kgs. Some people are 
walking freely without face masks and are not 
practising social distancing.  Police officers are 
no longer enforcing the lockdown measures and 
monitoring the public like in the beginning. Some 
shops are demanding foreign currency and it is 
becoming difficult for people to access forex to 
purchase goods.

TSHOLOTSHO: Prices have gone up even in 
both forex and on bond. A 10kg packet of mealie-
meal which was R70 now is R90. Life has become 
difficult to the extent that a few will be able to 
sail through. There are no queues at shops like 
in the previous months and people are wearing 
their masks.

PLUMTREE: Pastors in Plumtree held an 
awareness campaign on TB, HIV and Covid-19. 
30 Church leaders and chiefs were trained on 
the aforementioned diseases.  ZCA hub leaders 
also took the opportunity to share the work they 
are doing as a hub especially on psychosocial 
support.

BEITBRIDGE : Shops now reject bond notes, 
only big supermarkets like Spar, N Richard and 
Gain accept bonds notes or RTGS. Although these 
shops are accepting bond notes, the rate they 
are using is very high. Something which costs 
ZWL$36 you are charged R6.

On Wednesday, people who were queuing at 
Engine garage were taken by surprise as the price 
of fuel was hiked. They had slept on the queue 
the previous day. The new price for petrol was at 
$89 per litre or R24 per litre. All those who were 
in the long queue left for Pagomba and Peters 
filling stations, who sell petrol bought in South 
Africa at R20 per litre.

HURUNGWE: The price of commodities has 
gone beyond the reach of many with most of 
the shops charging in forex. Elderly people in 
the community are still getting food from social 
welfare. Members of the police are monitoring 
the public if they are adhering to the lockdown 
regulations. Clinics and hospitals are open 
and attending to patients though there are no 
essential drugs available and schools are still 
closed. 

Cities and 
Towns 
Update

Church leaders and traditional healers attend a training and awareness campaign on TB, 
HIV and Covid-19 in Mangwe, Plumtree


