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President Mnangagwa’s new Covid-19 
lockdown regulations announced 
on Tuesday  have caused confusion 
to the churches who are no  longer 
sure whether the  limited opening 

of churches is still allowed under the new 
restrictions.

Relaxed  Covid-19  restrictions had allowed 
churches  to conduct services with 50 members 
at a time; however, on announcing the new  stricter 
regime of  regulations, the President has said that 
religious and funeral  gatherings remain banned.

For most of the church leaders this has remained 
unclear.

However, Government has released a  statutory 
instrument that has sought to  outline the 
framework and regulations as well as penalties  
that will  govern the restrictions imposed

The Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe in a 
circular to its members said that on the 21st of  July 
2020, the government announced adjustments to 
the lockdown measures. On the 22nd of July 2020, 
Government released Statutory Instrument 174 
of 2020 containing new adjustments (being read 
together with previous ones).

“ Of note to us is that the  new measures have not 
prohibited gathering for worship at worship places. 
The SI notes that any gathering (apart from a few 
which can happen in the curfew) should not take 
place before 8am or after 3pm,” read the circular.

It noted that the new directive was banning 
gatherings that involve more than 50 people. 

“ Thus, members can use their discretion  to 
gather in less than 50 numbers while observing all 
other current prevention measures such as social 
distancing, handwashing, sanitization, temperature 
checks and mandatory wearing of face masks,  ” 
read the circular.

The bigger picture remains, that of protecting 

lives. They urged church leaders to review their 
positions with much grace and care for the church 
of Jesus Christ. 

“Our healthcare infrastructure remains troubled 
hence we must decide with great caution not to 
further expose the people. If new cases of infection 
and deaths continue to rise as is the case, it is very 
likely that the Government will review and revert 
to the much restrictive regime of measures as was 
the case before. Let us prayerfully discern the best 
course, while fully confident that “He who began 
a good work in you is able to accomplish it,” read 
the circular.

However, a prominent lawyer argued that in effect   
the  Statutory Instrument had banned church 
gatherings because  by  restricting movement to 
essential workers  and  that it should be only for  

getting food and water it rules out congregants 
going for a religious service.

“SI 174/2020  must be read  in line with the speech 
by the President because in essence that speech is 
a proclamation that carries with it the force of law. If 
movement is restricted how do these members get 
to the churches or if churches are in town, access 
to CBD is prohibited, “ he said.

Church leaders in Bulawayo engaging on the 
issue had divided opinions,  not just on what 
the President had announced, but also whether 
the spike in Covid-19 cases  should not make the 
churches stop conducting services completely until 
the pandemic has eased.
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Apostle Levy Moyo argued that the government 
should have first consulted the church before taking 
the drastic measures of stopping the services. He 
also argued that this announcement will bring 
a clash between the state and the church as 
churches wanted to have services   and the state 
was overstepping its authority by stopping them.

“The problem is that you cannot approach the 
same God whose institutions of administration 
and deliverance you denigrate for help with your 
national issues, “ said one bishop.

However, other pastors felt that there was no 
problem if the state stopped services to ensure 
that people don’t get infected.

“Truly, I don’t see anything wrong with stopping 
church services, I don’t see it as disrespecting the 
church of God. I see it as responsible action that 
church leaders should have taken first before even 
Government announces it,”said one pastor.

He also challenged the churches on what they are 
doing to raise awareness in the communities and 
support those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Pastor Kilton Moyo said the banning of church 
gatherings was a wise decision that would curtail 
the spread of Covid-19. He said this, however, does 
not mean that churches should stop their services 
but continue with the online services.

“I am not sure if the main objective of the Church 

is gathering even when the situation genuinely 
demands otherwise. There is an enemy here called 
Covid-19 which spreads fast in crowded places. 
We must not give it that opportunity. Therefore, if 
church gatherings give opportunity to such, then 
let us hold back for a while as we fight,” he said. 

Harvest House International Church (HHIC) Senior 
Reverend Sarah Nyathi also said that for churches 
to operate, every Covid-19 health requirement 
should be met. She said the church could be one 
of the places with the greatest infections. 

“Coronavirus is no respecter of persons, black 
or white, rich or poor, preacher or not. If we do 
not observe the health regulations, the church will 
become one of the greatest centres of infection. If 
we are crying for churches to remain open let us 
make sure our things are in place. Most churches 
now have smaller income bases as church members 
struggle to pay their tithes and give to kingdom 
causes,” she said.

Meanwhile some churches were already 
embracing the eased regulations with most of 
them holding services before President Mnangagwa 
announced the new changes. The services were 
however shorter than usual to make room for 
other services since the regulations only allowed 
50 people. 

However some churches had not yet opened up 
as they were still assessing the situation. 

New Restrictions cause 
confusion to churches

For six months residents in 
Harrisvale, Bulawayo have not 
been able to access running 
from their taps. The current 
water shortage has been mostly 

concentrated on high density suburbs 
in the city whilst there are some areas 
in the low density that are facing water 
challenges.

In an interview with The Christian Voice, 
one Mr Muza from Harrisvale said they were 
not aware of the reason why their area still 
has no water despite having engaged the 
City Council. He further said that they are still 
waiting for the local authorities to attend to 
the situation.

“I have been to the city council to report 
our crisis but nothing has been done till date.  
We are aware that the city is going through a 
water crisis but we need closure on what is 
happening in our area because some parts 

Harrisvale goes for 6 months without water

of the country are receiving water even if it is 
not consistent,” he said.

Mr Muza said despite not having running water 
at their homes, the City Council still bills then 
for water that they are not getting.

“I am disappointed in our local City council, 
I am still receiving water bills even if I am not 
receiving any portable water, what then am I 
paying for.  I am paying for services that I am 
not getting which is plain robbery”, he said. 

Bulawayo City Council has rolled out  water kiosk programmes
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Army and police personnel have 
started to enforce the lockdown 
c u r f e w  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
announced  by President Emerson 
Mnagangwa yesterday.

President Mnangangwa announced a 6pm to 
6am curfew and early closure at 3pm  of business 
and workplaces. Also “non working” people were 
ordered  not to be in CBD or town centres. With 
effect from tomorrow 22 July 2020, all business 
premises must operate from 0800 - 1500hours, 
with exception of providers of essential services. 
Only essential services are exempt from this 
curfew”, he said.

However, registered SMES have been given the 
greenlight to operate during this period with the 
President emphasising that they must adhere to 
Covid-19 hygiene regulations.

The President also mentioned that members of 
the security forces will enforce the dusk to dawn 
curfew as a means of thwarting illegal activities 
like bootlegging and shebeens that were now 
prevalent at night.

He also mentioned that all gatherings and 
religious services remain suspended until further 
notice.

“Public gatherings for social, religious or 
political purposes remain banned. funeral 
gatherings remain curtailed”, he said

Intercity transport and buses travelling to 
rural areas remain banned with those approved 
exempted buses and vehicles required to ensure 
public health standards.

President Mnangangwa also said that all those 
who abscond from places of quarantine and 
isolation will be charged with a criminal act of 
misconduct.

This Wednesday  Police and army personnel 
were in most towns and cities ensuring 
adherence to the announced  new regulations 
and stipulations.

The Christian Voice   spoke to different church 
leaders about the situations in their towns and 
cities.

In Chinhoyi  Pastor Tafadzwa Mafukidze 
reported that  security  personnel were  checking 
with people the reason why they were in town  
and those with no valid reasons were turned 
back. He said traffic was low  and police had 
many  security checkpoints.

In Chegutu,  Pastor   Brian Mangwenzi  also 
reported    that  police were demanding exemption 
letters and some of the residents who were said 
to have invalid ones or  had nothing, were ferried 
to the police station by army trucks. Some of the 
residents were arrested with their groceries and 
for those found violating the regulations  there 

were asked to pay fines.
Gweru  residents who had no valid papers or 

good reasons to be in town were also turned 
back while some who were not fortunate were 
arrested and fined for loitering.  Pastor  Makore  
in Gweru reported that also both the police and 
the army were moving around asking people to 
go back home.

In Hwange, Lupane and Tsholotsho, church 
leaders reported  that  most shops were closed 
by  3pm because of heavy police presence  .

Beitbridge police were patrolling the town 
with dogs  and some people who were   resisting 
arrest for not complying  had dogs allegedly set 
upon them.Beitbridge health teams  and experts 
were in ward 3  further testing villagers after  two 
people who had escaped from a quarantine 
centre infected  8 family members and  ten other 
people. 

In Bulawayo a truck full of police and soldiers 
in riot gear were seen in the high density areas , 
however the motive behind this was not known 
to the public.  One of the Zimbabwe Christian 
Alliance Local Peace Committee member, Pastor 
Zenzo Moyo said  the movement of police in the 
high density areas could have been part of the 
new lockdown restrictions. 

“ We are noy sure why the police officers and 
soldiers were in our area.  Probably they were 

sending a message to those who will disobey the 
new regulations,” he said. 

Movement was there from morning and buses 
were seen full as usual to and from CBD. There has 
not been any word through when this reporter 
went to press as to whether there has been any 
intimidation besides that presence of armed 
forces.

At the Renkini bus terminus, vendors were 
ordered to go back home whilst Flea markets 
were closed. In  Makokoba a truck full of military 
police was announcing that people should stay 
at home whilst some of the army personnel were 
deployed at Amakhosi to enforce the curfew.

In Mvuma, soldiers were enforcing the new 
restrictions by 6pm. Police officers carrying 
button sticks were seen in some of the high 
density areas to enforce the curfew. Some of the 
people who were seen loitering were arrested.
Flea markets and Hardware shops were closed, 
only food  outlets were operating and were closed 
by  1500hrs.

 In Binga, Police were arresting people without 
masks in Binga  and  also a reported  case of a  
deceased patient  who tested positive to Covid-
19  has left the town in panic. This is because the 
deceased patient was first admitted  at the local 
hospital  and therefore had contacts with both 
medical staff and the public.

NEWS

Commuters in Bulawayo wait for buses 

Heavy enforcement of lockdown curfew  
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There are widespread allegations 
circulating on social media, 
claiming that some cross-border 
traders are smuggling bodies of 
people ,who might have died from 

Covid-19, into the country from South Africa.
In one of the video clips obtained by The 

Christian Voice, one man who claims to be a driver 
from South Africa and has been transporting 
dead bodies into the country could be seen 
narrating how they smuggle dead bodies.

“The corpse is usually put in the same place 
with the groceries that would have been sent 
by people in South Africa to their relatives in 
Zimbabwe. One of the drivers died last week 
and that dawned on me that we are actually 
spreading the virus,” he said.

Another person identified as Sithabisiwe who 
had a relative who died in the United Kingdom, 
also revealed to the Christian Voice how funeral 
parlours were involved in the smuggling of Covid-
19 bodies. She also said that the funeral parlours 
were instructed not to open the coffin for body 
viewing.

“Bodies are coming in with funeral parlours 
and they are making money out of this business. 
We buried my cousin a few days ago and there 
were strict instructions not to open the coffin 
and there was no body viewing,” she said.  

Sithabisiwe went on to say that some of the 
people who work at these funeral parlours were 

taking advantage of the bereaved families and 
asking for small tokens for them to grant body 
viewing.

“They told my aunt that if she had USD100 they 
would open the coffin for her to see the body. 
Had my father not made noise about it they were 
going to open it,” she said. 

At the beginning of the month veteran journalist 
Ezra Tshisa Sibanda had brought this issue to the 
attention of the people. He was quoted as saying 
that many people in the country were burying 
their relatives who have been smuggled into the 
country which could be a cause of the sudden 
surge of positive cases.

“Zimbabweans are smuggling dead bodies of 
their relatives to bury them back home. I also 
discovered there are many others who do the 
same and it answers why there is a sudden surge 
of coronavirus positive cases of returnees from 
neighbouring states,”he was quoted.  

Sibanda also mentioned that truck drivers 
were bribing officials to make their way into the 
country with dead bodies. He however urged 
people to refrain from taking part in such acts 
as it was likely to affect a lot of people.

“Truck drivers are smuggling people from 
South Africa and bribe their way to Zimbabwe 
without going through checkpoints and being 
tested for the disease. Please stop carrying this 
infection to our people who have no access to 
health care,” he said. 

Smuggling of dead 
bodies rampant in 
the country

The   abduction and arrest  of  
journalist  Hopewell Chin’ono 
and activist  Jacob Ngarivhume  
has been condemned by church 
leaders, civic  society, human 

rights organisations  and  foreign missions   
as serious violation of human rights  that 
further despondency among citizens.

Journalist Hopewell Chin’ono   was 
abducted and arrested  after  exposing 
allegations of  serious corruption  and theft  
of millions of dollars  for donations  and PPEs 
meant to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. 
THis has left thousands of Zimbabweans 
exposed.

Activist Ngarivhume has been arrested for 
allegations of inciting  public violence.

Writing in their official twitter account, 
Amnesty International Zimbabwe said 
that they are deeply concerned about the 
abductions and  arrests of the activists.

“Amnesty International Zimbabwe 
condemns the arbitrary arrest of Hopewell 
Chin’ono, an award winning free-lance 
journalist. His arrest comes after a series 
of social media posts exposing the alleged 
corruption in the Government of Zimbabwe”, 
tweeted Amnesty International Zimbabwe.

Furthermore the International Human 
Rights watchdog organisation lamented that 
the arrests were a violation of citizen’s right 
to freedom of expression.

“This arrest is a violation of the freedom 
of expression. We therefore call upon the 
Zimbabwean government to stop targeting 
citizens who are demanding accountability”, 
Amnesty tweeted.

Meanwhile foreign missions accredited to 
Zimbabwe have also weighed in on the issue 
with various embassies taking to their official 
twitter sites to condemn the arrests.

“We are concerned by the arrest of @
daddyhope this morning and call for his 
immediate release. Journalism is not a 
crime, but a crucial pillar of any democratic 
society and of the fight against corruption. 
Journalists and freedom of expression 
deserve protection.” The EU said.

To Page  5

State 
rapped over  
arrests  and  
abductions

A dead body in a trailer with groceries
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Cities and Towns Updates

NEWS/CITIES UPDATES

TSHOLOTSHO: Failure to wear a mask remains 
a crime as arrests continue to be enforced.  
People have started to buy basic commodities 
in bulks in fear that the  31 July can bring more 
suffering to the general public. Omalayitsha are 
now resurfacing as they have started delivering 
goods in trucks. People continue to go to South 
Africa and back and that is likely to spread Covid-
19. Final touches are being done at DDF training 
centre in preparation of returnees coming to the 
country. At 1500hrs the whole town was deserted 
as shops now close at that time. Everybody left the 
business centre before police officers  enforced 
the curfew.

HURUNGWE: Police officers were busy today 
monitoring the situation. Prices of basics are 
skyrocketing everyday and are now pegged in 
USD. Hospitals and clinics are operating as usual 
but with  no drugs. Fuel is available  at MAPS 
service station  diesel @ $1.25 and petrol  at $1.15 
all in USD. No confirmed case of Covid-19 in the 
district

CHEGUTU:  It was not easy to move from one 
place to the other even with an exemption letter. 
Police are now saying the exemption letters are no 
longer valid. An army truck was ferrying people to 

the police camp for flouting lockdown regulations 
, even those who had gone to buy groceries.  I 
visited Pfupajena police where two young people 
had been detained for loitering. Many people are 
paying fines for not complying.  The army truck is 
still moving around in the locations.

LUPANE: Business was normal, people are 
now alert. People were seen doing last minute 
shopping as shops are now closing at 3pm.

BULAWAYO: At Renkini bus terminus, vendors 
were told to go back home. Flea markets were 
closed. At 16:30 a truck full of military police were 
patrolling around Makokoba announcing that 
people should stay in their houses. Some of the 
Army personnel have been deployed at Amakhosi 
and are enforcing curfew.

HWANGE: Shops were closed by 1500hrs as 
police were already on patrol.

GWERU: Police and soldiers are moving around 
telling people to stay at home and some who did 
not have exemption letters were arrested.

BINGA: Shops closed at 1500hrs. Police officers 
were arresting people without masks. Binga 
recorded the first Covid-19 related death. The 
person was admitted at hospital and passed away 

on the 14th of July but the results came today 
which says the person was Covid-19 positive. All 
nurses and the doctor who attended the patient 
are on self isolation.

BEITBRIDGE: Police with dogs were on patrol 
in  town. At Mashakada, one of the community 
members who was resisting arrest , after he was 
found without masks was chased by the police 
dogs. The security sector is intensifying the 
lockdown restrictions. Two people who escaped 
from the quarantine centre and went to Madaulo 
where they infected 18 more people.

CHINHOYI: Police and Army details were in town 
making sure people were in compliance with the 
lockdown regulations. They also were talking 
to people checking the reason they are in town 
and asking those who did not have valid reasons 
to go back home. Traffic was low in town today. 
Police checkpoints were present today. Fuel is 
still an issue, one Engen service station had RTGS 
petrol and the other two stations had USD fuel. 
Churches are in some form of confusion as the 
announcement by His Excellency was not clear on 
church gatherings. Pastors and law enforcement 
agents now waiting for the SI to get clarity.

From Page 4

“We have learned that @PoliceZimbabwe 
officials are at Hopewell Chin’ono home now 
and are deeply concerned for his welfare. 
Political intimidation of the press has no place 
in democracies. Multiple sources confirm @
PoliceZimbabwe arrested Hopewell Chin’ono 
at his home this morning.  Police have thus far 
denied @ZLHRLawyers access to @daddyhope 
and other clients. Exposing corruption is not a 
crime.” The Embassy posted on Twitter.

The UKinZimbabwe also mentioned that 
they are closely following the ensuing arrests 
in Zimbabwe and how the government was 
upholding the rule of law.

“Following closely reports of the arrests of 
Hopewell Chin’ono & Jacob Ngarivhume today. 
Urge the authorities to follow the rule of law and 
uphold media freedoms and freedom of speech 
#ActiononReform”, said UKinZimbabwe.

The Dutch Embassy in Zimbabwe also said  
arrest of journalists who are fighting corruption 
is detrimental to free speech in Zimbabwe.

“Allowing journalists to do their work is vital 
in the fight against corruption. The arrest of @
daddyhope today is part of a worrying trend 
against free speech in #Zimbabwe”, the embassy 

tweeted.
Former South African opposition Democratic 

Alliance (DA) leader Mmusi Maimane has called 
on the regional bodies like SADC and the AU 
to act on the waning human rights situation in 
Zimbabwe. In a tweet directed to President Cyril 
Ramaphosa who is the African Union (AU) chair, 
Maimane implored the continental body to act 
decisively on the matter.

“Mr President @CyrilRamaphosa A s 
chairperson of the @_AfricanUnion I am 
requesting that you give a call to @edmnangagwa 
to request an immediate termination of all acts 
of intimidation of journalists and opposition 
party leaders in Zimbabwe. I am making a public 
call to all diplomats working in Zimbabwe @
usembassyharare @UKinZimbabwe amongst 
others to make the relevant calls to the officials 
of the Zanu PF administration to let them know 
that this is not a demonstration of respect of 
media freedoms and human rights”, he said.

The arrests come at a time when the Parliament 
of Zimbabwe is deeply engrossed with public 
consultations on the draconian Cyber Security 
and Data Protection Bill which has been largely 
condemned to be a statute that will likely curtail 
access to information and privacy.

State rapped over  
arrests  and  abductions

OVER 100 thousand people have 
been arrested for flouting 
Covid-19 lockdown regulations 
as police tighten enforcement 
amid an upsurge in local 

transmissions.
The Zimbabwe Republic Police has further 

tightened enforcement of Covid-19 regulations 
in the face of complacency among Zimbabweans 
and the increase in cases of those absconding 
from quarantine facilities.

Heavy police presence at roadblocks was 
a common feature this Monday, with citizens 
being reminded that the country is still under 
lockdown.

Police further warned those who are escaping 
quarantine facilities saying the long arm of the 
law will soon catch up with them.We managed 
to track down a woman who escaped from 
Beitbridge and she has since been quarantined. 
Police are working flat out to track all escapees 
from quarantine facilities,” said a police 
spokesperson

Source: ZBC News 

100 000 people 
arrested for 
flouting
Covid-19 
regulations


