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Smugglers in Beitbridge have 
opened  multiple illegal crossing 
points across the Zimbabwe and 
South African border making the 
border so porous that there are 

now estimated 200 illegal crossing points, 
the Herald has reported.

According to the report published in the Herald, 
this has also opened easy routes for those 
smuggling cigarettes and groceries  while also 
the others are using as a crossings g point back to 
Zimbabwe. P

Zimbabwe has recorded a sharp spike in  Covid-
19  cases some of which are from South Africa, 
Botswana and overseas while the local cases 
are also rising. People escaping from quarantine 
centres and also  crossing the border post illegal  
may also be adding to the high increase in the 
numbers.

Church leaders in Beitbridge are engaging 
extensively with the authorities to focus on closing 
the  illegal  crossing points that have also become 
avenues for smuggling of groceries and cigarettes.

The Zimbabwe Christian Alliance provincial 
coordinator, Pastor Busani Moyo said the operation 
of smugglers has been going on for quite some time 
and the responsible authorities need to act fast so 
that this business is closed. 

“We are aware that people have been surviving on 
buying and selling but they need to consider that 
these two countries closed the borders for a valid 
reason. The corona virus can be spread through 
these illegal crossing points, I am sure that these 
people have not tested for coronavirus and are not 

aware of their status,” he said. 
 Pastor Moyo said these illegal smugglers come 

from as far as Chiredzi, Masvingo, Harare and other 
areas. He said these people are at risk of spreading 
the virus not only in Beitbridge but to other people 
they are in contact with on their way back to their 
cities and towns.

“As the illegal cross border trading increases at 
the border town, locals  who are  near the illegal 
crossing points are at risk.  Besides the locals 
near the illegal points, these smugglers use public 
transport and they mingle with a lot of people,” 
he said.

The Church leaders are advocating  for the 

illegal settlers to be removed from areas where 
the crossing points have been created.

There are allegations that these people are still 
lingering around at those illegal settlements as 
they are linked to people who are in power and 
decision making.

“There  are indications that there are some 
community leaders who support this activity. The 
police, Ministry  of health, and other stakeholders 
have tried to attend to those areas but the settlers 
refused to engage with them,” he said. 

35 people have been arrested so far in connection 
with smuggling of goods into the country in 
Beitbridge. 
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The Election Resource Centre (ERC) 
has urged the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC)  to consult 
stakeholders in the development 
of their Covid-19 Electoral Practice 

Policy . 
 The commission revealed that it will be 

developing a policy that will guide them as 
they resume some of their activities. However, 
ERC has raised concern on the credibility of the 
document since the Commission did not consult 
their stakeholders.

“First and foremost, stakeholder participation 
and consultation remain key to democracy 
and transparent processes for strengthened 
elections. ZEC does not operate within a vacuum 
and should hence consult all stakeholders that 
are affected directly and indirectly by their 
decisions. The Commission has stated that 
a guiding Covid-19 Electoral Practice Policy 
is being developed and will be shared with 
all stakeholders but the question is whether 
consultation was carried out in the development 
of such a document,” read the statement. 

They also pointed out that such activities should 
be done in an accountable and transparent 
manner which is in line with the constitution.

“ERC encourages such activities to be done 
with adequate consultation as transparency and 
accountability are the cornerstones to credible 
electoral processes. This is in accordance with 
the Constitution and ensures ownership and 
uptake of resulting actions by the commission,” 
read the statement.

Though ZEC expressed that they will 
communicate the suspended activities in due 
time, the inconspicuous statement leaves room 
for discretionary conduct which is unhealthy 
for democratic purposes especially those that 
include political competition. 

“It is with this in mind that the commission 
is encouraged to increase clarity in informing 
stakeholders on all activities to be continued 
and those to remain suspended. The decisions 
made by ZEC should be guided by the relevant 
legislation and the Constitution of the land. 
Electoral activities that may remain suspended 
include by- elections which constitutionally 
cannot be suspended by way of a press 
statement. ZEC should pursue a Court order to 
postpone elections and to ensure no misgivings 
will rise from the action which should be 
justifiable, “read the statement. 

On the 25th March 2020, the Zimbabwe 
Electoral Commission (ZEC) suspended activities 
due to the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the significant health risk it posed. This was a 
decision similar to practices across the globe 
due to the novelty of the epidemic. 

Circumstances have since changed (even 
though differing in contexts) with some 
constituencies moving on to resume activities 
under lockdown compliant measures, especially 
social distancing and hygiene management. 
ZEC announced on the 6th June 2020 that it 
will resume some activities that do not violate 
lockdown regulations. Concerns arise from this 
proclamation.

ZEC should consult 
stakeholders on 
Electoral Practice Policy
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OVER 11 000 Zimbabweans 
living in foreign lands have 
returned home since the Covid-
19-induced lockdown, with 
thousands more still en-route 

and due to arrive over the next few weeks, 
official data shows.

Stung largely by job losses and untenable 
living conditions, many were retracing their 
footsteps back home.

Among the expected returnees, are over 1 000 
Zimbabweans studying in the United States 
of America, who could be affected after the 
Donald Trump administration asked foreign 
students in the US, whose colleges have shifted 
to online teaching, to shift to schools that have 
in-person classes or leave the country.

The US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) issued a statement saying 
that non-immigrant F-1 and M-1 students 
attending schools operating entirely online 
may not take a full online course load and 
remain in that country.

Zimbabwe is also expecting 300 of its 
citizens from China, mostly students who have 
completed their programmes.

About 100 of those students were expected 
to come with an Air Zimbabwe plane that was 
already in China by last week.

From South Africa, thousands await 
Government-assisted repatriation, with 300 
Zimbabweans recently released from South 
African prisons being part of that delegation.

This group is currently detained at South 
Africa’s largest immigrant holding facility 
— Lindela Repatriation Centre — while 
Governments of the two countries 
arrange for their deportation.

The Sunday Mail has gathered 
that among the group were 
criminals convicted of serious 
crimes, including rape, armed 
robbery and murder.

They have all been slapped 
with five-year bans from 
South Africa.

The influx is raising serious 
concern about the possible 
importation of Covid-19 
cases from hotspots such 
as the USA and South 
Africa.

Foreign Af f air s 

and International Trade Minister Dr Sibusiso 
Moyo told The Sunday Mail that Government 
had requested South African authorities to 
delay the deportation of the criminals while 
arrangements were made on activating 
protocols to receive them safely.

He said the decision to deport the prisoners 
came after some inmates in South African 
prisons tested positive for Covid-19.

“We have more than 300 Zimbabweans who 
were released from various prisons in South 
Africa,” said Dr Moyo.

“South Africa called us to say we are 
releasing your people, but, however, some 
had completed their sentences in the various 
prisons.

“We negotiated with them so that they can at 
least keep them at the detention centre while 
we work on necessary arrangements and have 
them deported.”

He said the Registrar-General was now 
verifying the nationality of the released 
criminals before they are allowed 

into Zimbabwe.
Once 
verification is 
confirmed, the 
prisoners will 
be deported 

through 
Beitbridge 
Border Post.

He said 

Government is considering staggering the 
deportation to make sure quarantine centres 
are not overwhelmed.

“Our quarantine centres in Beitbridge are 
under a lot of pressure considering that we 
have huge numbers coming in through that 
port of entry.

“We are, therefore, considering having them 
deported in smaller groups or having them 
quarantined in their various provinces.”

The released prisoners, he added, have 
ceased to be the responsibility of the South 
African Department of Correctional Service 
and are now reliant on well-wishers for food.

“These people are dependent on well-
wishers for food, toiletries and other needs, 
which makes their situation a sensitive one. 
Well-wishers, most of whom are Zimbabweans, 
are helping to ensure they have food and other 
stuff that they need.”

Influx
Official data obtained from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs shows that 11 074 returnees had 
trooped back as of Tuesday last week.

Hundreds more were expected to arrive 
from China during the week. South Africa has 
accounted for most of the returnees, with 5 
043 having returned from the neighbouring 
country, while a further 3 628 came in from 
Botswana.

Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
Deputy Minister Mr David Musabayana said 
most of the returnees had been affected by 
adverse economic conditions in their adopted 
homes.

“In terms of total returnees, as at the 7th of 
July, we had 11 074, of those males are 6 

073 and females are 5 001,” he said.
“The country that has 
given the most in terms of 

returnees is South Africa, 
which has given 5 043 
returnees, followed by 
Botswana with 3 628 
and Namibia with 357. 
From Mozambique, we 
have had 487 returnees 
and from Zambia we 
had 248.

To  Page 4

Thousands return to 
Zim as Covid-19 bites
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Cities and Towns Updates
CHINHOYI: Pastors gathered yesterday for 
their monthly prayer at St Matthews Anglican 
Church. The prayer was targeted for the nation.  
The meeting also had   clerics from Kwekwe 
and Shurugwi  who commended the church 
leaders in Chinhoyi for   being actively engaged 
in praying for the nation.

 There were 51 pastors in attendance.
BEITBRIDGE: The quarantine centre received 

389 repatriates from Lindela yesterday. The 
Assistant regional immigration officer in charge 
of Beitbridge, Mr Nqobile Ncube confirmed 
that they received returnees from Lindela but 
noted that the repatriations should have been 
delayed as there are some preparations that 
the Zimbabwean government needs to work 
on.

CHIRUMHANZU: It’s business as usual in 

Mvuma. Some people are walking around 
without face masks.

BULAWAYO:  Zupco buses are still 
overwhelmed, long queues were seen at the 
bus terminus. Private transporters have taken 
advantage of the situation and have resumed 
operations in other parts of the city.  Private 
cars are charging from ZWL$50 to USD1 for a 
trip. 

NEWS/CITIES UPDATE

389 ZIMBABWEANS were released from 
Lindela Prison in South and were received 
at the Beitbridge border post yesterday.

The Assistant regional immigration officer 
in charge of Beitbridge, Mr Nqobile Ncube 
confirmed that they received returnees from 
Lindela but noted that the repatriations 
should have been delayed as there are 
some preparations that the Zimbabwean 
government needs to work on.

“Technically they all are ex-convicts as they 
came from  the prison system for varying 
offences. I still insist we should not have 
started repatriations. That was a huge own 
goal,” he said.

Mr Ncube went on to say that Zimbabwe 
still has some South African nationals in the 
country who are yet to be repatriated. He said 
there was need for the two countries to reach 
an agreement on how the repatriation should 
be done, as there are some formalities that 
need to be reached. 

“We need transportation for these people 
from South Africa. I somehow believe most 
of the infections occur during transportation.  
Up to today we still have thousands of South 
African nationals here and South Africa is not 
even talking of repatriating them,” he said.

BULAWAYO is currently experiencing 
a shortage of facilities that can 
be used as quarantine centres. 
In some areas, residents have 
expressed dissatisfaction with 

responsible authorities using their facilities as 
a quarantine centres, as they fear contracting 
the virus. However the border towns are 
overwhelmed with the large volumes of 
people coming from other countries, and are 
therefore forced to dispatch them to their 
respective provinces. 

In Plumtree town, a bus was dispatched with 

41 returnees being transported to different 
provinces.  From the 41 returnees, (12) were 
going to Midlands, (3) Mashonaland West, (1)
Mashonaland Central, (2) Manicaland, (19 ) 
Bulawayo and (4 )Harare.  

Besides the nineteen that were received 
from Plumtree, 16 more returnees came from 
Beitbridge this afternoon. 

16 returnees that came from Beitbridge this 
afternoon are at Desmond Hall where there are 
no bathrooms. These returnees said there are 
seven buses at the border. 

From Page 3

“Outside of Africa, from the United States of 
America we have had 263 returnees and a further 
241 from Miami, while only 174 have returned 
from the United Kingdom. From China we have 
had 580 returnees.”

He said all the returnees had gone through 
mandatory quarantine at designated centres 
throughout the country.

“Most of these people were working for 
different organisations using work permits and 
because of the lockdowns most organisations 
were closed and they were pushed out of work. 
So, most of them saw it fit to come back home. 
Some are saying they had their contracts 
cancelled and could not afford to continue 
paying rentals and other living expenses,” he 
said.

“Others have returned just because they felt 
it was time to come back home. Some were 
running away from epicentres and felt they 
would be safer at home.”

He revealed that Zimbabweans with 
permanent residence permits from South Africa 
but were caught up in the lockdown before they 
could return to their foreign bases had begun 
requesting facilitation for their safe passage 
back to their adopted homes.

“We have some Zimbabweans with permanent 
residence permits who were trapped here are 
and are now asking to return back to work, and 
we have since begun negotiating with South 
African authorities to allow them to go back.”

Government, he said, was creating a database 
of all Zimbabwean citizens who died from Covid-
19 in foreign lands in order to ascertain the true 
impact it has had on the Zimbabwean Diaspora.

Source: Bulawayo24

Thousands 
return to Zim as 
Covid-19 bites

Bulawayo hit by quarantine
centre shortage

Zimbabweans 
flock  back


