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For the past two months, Luveve 
residents have been battling with 
the outbreak of diarrhea that has 
claimed more than 13 lives.  

This Tuesday, the Christian Voice  
team went to visit some of the families that are 
recovering from the disease so as to ascertain 
how they are coping. Pastor Nyathi from Luveve 
Baptist Church  had six family members  affected 
by the contaminated water. 

He  said his grand daughter was discharged 
from Mpilo Hospital after being hospitalised for 
a week.  

“My granddaughter still has not fully recovered 
and she is having difficulties with moving around 
as her body is still in pain,” he said. 

As a result of this pandemic, the Nyathi family 
have incurred a $3000 hospital bill. Pastor Nyathi 
said residents are incurring debts because of 
something that could have been avoided if 
rectified as early as possible. 

“As I am speaking right now, some people are 
owing Mpilo hospital large sums of money due 
to the hospitalization of their relatives. If you 
go around and check some will tell you they are 
owing bills as high as ZWL$18 000 to ZWL$23 
000,” he said. 

He also mentioned that a few weeks back local 
authority officials visited the area to assess the 
situation, but they did not make time to talk 
to the residents who are affected. He said the 
Minister of Local Government Honourable July 
Moyo was taken to wrong sites where it was 
presumed the disease could have generated 
from. 

“The problem that we have as citizens is that 
the wrong information is being shared with the 
nation and the world. The Minister was told that 

people use water from the wells around the area 
hence the spread of the diarrhea. If this is not 
corrected then residents are being let down by 
people that they voted for,” he said. 

The pastor said Bulawayo City Council  has over 
the years been known in Zimbabwe for the good 
service that it has provided to its residents when 
it comes to cleanliness and safe drinking water. 
He also alleged that some of the residents are 
being told that they risk being arrested if they 
mentioned that they had typhoid. 

“ My granddaughter went to the hospital today 
for her child’s check up and when she told them 
that she did not come on the correct date as 
she was admitted in hospital for typhoid, the 
hospital personnel told her never to say that in 

public as she will be arrested. People are now 
being threatened for telling the truth,” he said. 

Mrs Moyo, another Luveve resident said they 
are now afraid to drink water from the tap as the 
water is still not that clean. She said her whole 
family was also affected, at first they thought 
it was a stomach bug that had hit their home 
but later realized that almost everyone in their 
neighbourhood was affected. 

“ We are afraid of drinking tap water even after 
boiling it. My son was the first to be affected by 
this and he could not go to work. The rest of the 
family was also sick, we went to the clinic and 
we were treated for free,” she said.  
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The community feels disrespected by the local 
authorities as they are not willing to own the 
problem that they created. Mrs Moyo said all 
they wanted was an apology from the Bulawayo 
City Council since they cannot bring change 
to the situation that has already affected the 
community. 

“The Council should apologise for the damage 
they have caused. If they had reacted to the 
problem a s soon as the community reported 
it, maybe all this could have been avoided. Now 
lives have been lost and most of them are young 
children,” she said. 

The residents told this publication that the 
Member of Parliament who has been working 
closely with the community, facilitated their 
treatment at the clinic without payment. 
However, Mrs Moyo mentioned that some of the 
health officials were not friendly to the patients 
which led to them (residents) complaining. 

“ At first we were ill treated by the clinic nurses 
but we called  for an engagement with the 
health sector and we even invited people from 

the media to take note of the challenges that 
the residents have to go through at the local 
clinic. Since that day, the service at the clinic 
has improved,” she said. 

Besides good service, the community 
requested for proper treatment by the health 
workers. Mrs Moyo also said the clinic does not 
have adequate medication hence leading to the 
relapsing of some patients who were already 
recovering. 

“I am not a nurse or a doctor, but I feel the 
medication that they are giving people at the 
clinic is not complete. If they could give people 
the proper medication then there would not be 
any people relapsing. Some of the people who 
received treatment from the clinic are sick again. 
It could be the water, or it is the medication that 
is not working,” she said. 

Meanwhile residents have expressed 
dissatisfaction at the speed in which responsible 
authorities are handling this situation. They are 
calling for the Mayor (Councillor Solomon Mguni) 
to come down to the residents and personally 
address the issue. 
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Schools in Bulawayo commenced 
t h e  Z i m b a b w e  S c h o o l s 
Examination Council (Zimsec) 
June examinations today as 
scheduled amid rises in cases of 

Covid-19 cases. 
This Tuesday the Christian Voice visited some 

of the schools in the city to check if exams 
were in progress and whether schools were 
following the stipulated health standards.  

Some of the schools that were visited include 
Milton High School, Premiere High School, and 
St Bernard’s High School.  

Most of the schools had points at their 
main gates, where the security personnel 
checked people’s temperature and sanitised 
their hands. Some schools such as Milton 
High School went a step ahead and required 
everyone entering the school to register their 
details for contact tracing. 

The school officials who engaged with the 
Christian Voice  said everything was 
going according to plan. They stated that exam 
classrooms have been sanitised and set up in 

such a way that candidates are sitting a meter 
apart from each other. 

“We have not faced any challenges yet, the 
classrooms were disinfected and the desks 
have been placed in such a way that our 
candidates are not close to each other. I think 
you noticed that at the gate we have placed 
a notice that everyone entering the school 
premises should be wearing a face mask. 
Failure to do so the person is not allowed into 
the school premises,” said the Milton High 
School official.  

At Premier High School, the examination 
timetables were pinned on the school notice 
board and the candidates were also reminded 
that they have to wear their face masks all 
the time.  

According to media reports, 821 centres will 
be used during the June public examinations. 
Schools such as Mabhikwa High School and 
Mosi oa Tunya that were used as quarantine 
centers will not be used as exam centres, 
alternative centres will be identified for pupils.  

Schools begin June examinations 
amid rise in Covid-19 cases
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NEWS/CITIES UPDATE

Long winding queues and an early 
dash to one of the community 
boreholes in Pumula South is the 
order of the day for many residents 
in the area. 

 Both the old and young to converge at the 
borehole or council water tanks every morning 
to fetch water. This now permanent fixture has 
been ongoing for months now with no end in 
sight 

While most suburbs in Bulawayo suffer from 
limited water supply, in Pumula, residents are 
getting no water at all.  

Interspaced  with an occasional brush 
with law enforcement agents demanding 
compliance for 

Covid-19 health regulations, undeterred 
residents trek daily to these boreholes 
unabated 

“This has become our normal routine. 

our place of convergence has been at the 
boreholes”, lamented Bright Dube, a 22 year 
old youth from the suburb. 

“By right I should be hanging around with 
my friends but this has compelled me to spend 
the whole day queuing for water. we have no 
option but to do”, he said 

For women in the area, daily pilgrimage to 
the borehole has become a rite.  

“We need water for washing, cooking, and 
watering our gardens. It’s inevitable for us to 
do this routine. we should do it whether we like 
it or not”, said a lady who identified herself as 
MaNdlovu. 

Methuseli Nkomo, a resident of Pumula South 
expressed dismay at the manner in which the 
council is taking to address the water situation. 

“We have been facing severe water shortage 
for the past several months. Our only resort 
now has been water bowsers that bring water 

during the dead of the night. We have since 
resorted to fetching water for bathing and other 
household uses from wells. Besides exposing 
us to water borne diseases this is now exposing 
us to further dangers such as rape, robberies,” 
he said. 

“Receiving water from bowsers is a huge 
challenge for many residents. We spend most 
of our time in long, winding queues, impatiently 
waiting to fill up our containers,” he further 
added 

The local authority recently implemented a 
108-hour weekly water-shedding programme 
due to challenges at its reservoir and treatment 
plant. They indicated that some parts of 
Emganwini, Magwegwe and Pumula South will 
experience serious water challenges and go up 
to eight months without tap water supplies. 

PLUMTREE: Churches began reopening their 
doors last weekend though the biggest challenge 
for many are infrared thermometers which are 
expensive. Our two quarantine centres have been 
moved to Esigodini and Matopos respectively, 
reason being opening of school for June exams, 
but efforts are being made to resuscitate Avoca 
training centre which is about 30 km along 
Mphoengs. Some shops have suspended Ecocash 
transactions and require people to pay with their 
cards or use cash. Diesel was available at Noczim 
no queues price $63,35 also petrol is available 
at Total garage and there were noticeably short 
lines due to price increase.  

CHINHOYI:  The Public Service Training 
Centre which is being used as our quarantine 

centre  was closed for 16 days to allow for the 
authorities to clean and disinfect the place. It was 
reopened on the 26th of July. Six people are at 
Mzari Clinic Isolation Centre whilst 42 people are 
quarantined at Sanganayi Creek.  Social Welfare 
is providing all the basics and there is a need to 
support them. This support can be in the form 
of groceries. There is a couple in the isolation 
centre with children at home.  THese charges 
children need support. 

KWEKWE: Kwekwe High School which was 
used as a quarantine center will not be used for 
June examinations, but candidates have been 
redirected to Kwekwe Primary School where 
they will sit for their exams. 

GWERU: The National Peace and Reconciliation 

Commission held training for the Midlands  
Provincial Peace Committee on Tuesday. 

The training was done at Fairmile Hotel 
by the NPRC Chairman Retired Justice 
Selo Nare,Commissioner Leslie Ncube and 
Commissioner Patience Chiradza.

ZCA Midlands provincial hub members  who are 
part of the NPRC Provincial Peace Committees 
attended the training. 

This training has been useful to build our 
capacity as peace builders in the province. 

“Also this allows us to effectively engage 
with NPRC to address issues being raised by 
communities,” said Pastor Makore  
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Pumula residents queue for water at a borehole


