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As the death toll increases in 
Bulawayo’s Luveve suburb due to  
diarrhoea complications residents 
are demanding accountability.

Currently it has been reported 
that more than a thousand people have 
been affected and 50 have been transferred 
to Mpilo Hospital and approximately 9 
deaths have been recorded in the area. 

Churches and residents are joining hands 
to demand accountability from the 
Bulawayo City council. Coupled with the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which is now at its 
peak in the country, it is prudent that 
responsible authorities address this 
situation amicably.

The Christian Voice, this afternoon 
visited some of the family members 
in Luveve Suburb who are 
recuperating from the stomach 
ailments. Mr Shalom Ndlovu’s 
whole family was affected and 
they are recovering from the 
diarrhoea.

Mr Ndlovu said her two children 
were affected, lucky enough they had 
medication in the house that they administered 
to the children and they recovered. He said her 
wife was lucky not to be affected as she had not 
drank the tap water and they had to start boiling 
water from the tap.

“My 10-year-old daughter was the first to 
complain of stomach problems and she had 
diarrhea for three days.  After her then my other 
daughter who is six years old also had a running 
stomach and then I was next on the line. It began 
with a headache then I was feeling dizzy,” he 
said.

Mr Ndlovu  who is also a member of the 

Baptist Church said one of the members from 
their church passed on from drinking the 
contaminated water. 

“People are dying from 

drinking this 
contaminated 

water than they are dying from 
the feared coronavirus. The challenge we are 
facing now is that no one wants to take the 
blame for the deaths of these people. Those who 
are responsible for providing us with clean water 
and laying the blame on us. How can the whole 
suburb suddenly be accused of not practicing 
clean hygiene?” he said.

Pastor Nyathi from Baptists Church said things 
started falling apart for the Luveve community 
on the 17 May 2020. He said on this day most taps 

had dirty running water from their taps which 
has caused the death of many people. 

“If you notice the pattern, children were the 
most affected and on that same week we lost 
about five children. All these children had the 
same symptoms that people are talking about,” 
he said. 

Pastor Nyathi said together with her wife 
survived this as they had gone to a funeral in 
Gwanda. When they came back, they found their 
children and his nephew already sick.

“My nephew is at Mpilo Hospital and we have 
to pay ZWL$160 a day. I am not employed, and 
I cannot afford to pay for the hospital bill. My 
children had to go to the clinic where they 
were assisted for free,” he said.

Pastor Nyathi said he has been preaching 
at most of the funerals in Luveve and it was 

very sad to notice that families are in shock 
and traumatized due to the untimely 

deaths of their loved ones.
“The City Council has been helping 

the affected families, but they can do 
more than that. They need to rectify this 

water problem because many people are 
still being affected and dying. The Member 

of Parliament has been attending funerals and 
helping people here and there but what is the 
use now when people have lost their lives,” he 
said.

Old Luveve is one of the oldest suburbs in 
Bulawayo hence the large population of elderly 
people.  Some have lost the bread winners 
in their homes and are taking care of their 
grandchildren.

“These people are suffering due to Covid-
19 and now they have to deal with this water 
problem. The situation in this place is very bad 
and we need assistance,” he said.
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Wild elephants in the Hwange 
area continue to wreak havoc 
with villagers now living in 
fear of being trampled to 
death by these animals. 

Cases of human and wildlife conflict have been 
on the increase in the Hwange owing to climate 
change prompted drought forcing elephants to 
enter villages and inflict mayhem in search of 
food and water. Recently a Victoria Falls man 
was trampled to death by a problem elephant 
raising alarm amongst residents. 

Shell shocked villagers are living in constant 
fear due to the increase in the number of 
problematic elephants. However the Hwange 
Rural District Council (HRDC) is making efforts to 
educate communities on precautionary steps to 
be taken in the event of an elephant invasion and 
to encourage them to avoid travelling at night. 

Speaking to the Christian  Voice the area 
Councillor for Lupane ward 14 Mr Cosmas 
Mwakiposa confirmed the measures that the 
local authority is undertaking. 

“Villagers in Lupote, Jwaphe, and Chezhou are 
constantly living in fear of these animals. They 
come in at night to destroy crops and scare off 
people. Despite valiant efforts by villagers to 
jolt them off through beating drums they still 
continue to come back. Of late we have been in 
contact with the members from the Zimbabwe 
National Parks (ZimParks) to assist in this crisis. 

The councillor further stated how they are 
collaborating efforts in their district to raise 
awareness amongst villagers on the dangers of 
the human-wildlife conflict. 

“Together with the Makwandala and Slewu 
councillors we have come up with an initiative 
of spreading awareness amongst our villagers 
on the need for them to be wary of the hazards 
of travelling at night specifically with the advent 
of dangerous animals that prowl the night”, he

said. 

Echoing the councillor’s sentiments, one youth 
from Jwaphe village, Victor Dhlamini said that 
the animals have been problematic over the 
years. 

“Hwange is generally a drought prone area 
which necessitates these animals to go beyond 
the fence to come and look for water and 
pastures. They are now threatening us who like 
to travel at night”, he said. 

He also reiterated that the situation was 
worsened by the poachers who cut the fence 
at the game park. 

“The other challenge that we have is that we 
have is that poachers have cut the fence that 
was meant to protect us from these animals. 
Now these animals are free to roam around since 
there is no fence to protect them’’, said Victor. 

Meanwhile the ZCA area coordinator for 
Hwange, Overseer Siyaphambili Moyo said 
that as part of their advocacy measures in the 
area they intend to organise an all stakeholders 
platform where the issue of problematic animals 
will be discussed. 

“As the ZCA hub in Hwange we anticipate to 
hold a meeting with key solution holders in the 
area. These will include Chiefs, headmen, village 
heads, Parks authority, business people, private 
game resorts. The aim of our meeting is to come 
up with a resolution on how to address the 
issue of elephants that are terrorising villagers. 
Currently villagers are immersed with the fight 
against Covid-19 hence it is detrimental that they 
be affected by animals as well’’, he said. 

In Zimbabwe areas that are in proximity to 
national parks and those close to the country’s 
borders have been facing perennial problems 
with marauding elephants and other wild 
animals that migrate in search of food and water. 
Animal migration, which is largely influenced by 
climate change has also been aided by vandalism 
of boundary line solar fencing meant to reduce 
human and wildlife interactions. 

Scoundrel elephants 
cause mayhem in Hwange 
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Lupane pastors are currently working 
with the local authorities towards 
increasing local  a w a r e n e s s 
on Covid-19. The area has so far 
recorded one Covid-19 confirmed 

case in Malunku  Ward 17.  
Their work has mostly been focused on 

raising the community’s hope, counselling 
and preparing the community for possible 
outbreaks. Lupane continues to receive 
deportees at Mabhikwa High which has since 
been designated as the official quarantine 
center after the Lupane University quarantine 
unit was closed for student preparation . 

Zimbabwe Christian Alliance under its 
Churches Convergence for Peace (CCOP) 
initiative set up a Lupane Local Peace Committee 
in 2018. The committee has played a major 

role in response to the arising conflicts and 
community challenges that have risen due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The local peace committee in collaboration 
with local pastors have also gone on to identify 
community members that have been hard hit 
by the lock down offering psychosocial support 
to vulnerable community members.  

Currently the pastors are increasing their 
outreach to rural communities and hope to 
create awareness in the most remote areas. 
Lupane also houses a lot of border jumpers 
and it is believed that communities need to be 
conscientized on this issue as we run the risk 
of unknowingly facilitating potential Covid-19 
carriers. 

The community is still in disbelief and some 
locals are still seen walking without masks. 

However, the trend has been to wear mask when 
going to the shops or travelling. There is a need 
for the rural community to receive more Covid-
19 awareness especially as there will be an influx 
of returning university students.  

The Local Peace Committee has also brought 
up the issue of Covid-19 safety requirements for 
LSU as the university will become a possible 
avenue in which the virus could enter the 
community. Hence it is the community's concern 
that the recommended preparations be done in 
Lupane in order to avoid the spread of Covid-19.  

The Zimbabwe Christian Alliance therefore 
urges rural communities to follow the required 
Covid-19 preventative measures such as wearing 
a mask and washing hands , this will save lives 
even in rural communities . 

Since the Covid-19 imposed 
lockdown a Victoria Falls based 
youth organisation, Youth Invest 
has been spearheading a campaign 
to raise funds to support 60 

households in rural areas. 
Victoria Falls is one of the most iconic tourism 

destinations on planet Earth. It harbours 
the mighty Mosi-oa-Tunya, “the smoke that 
thunders”, which is one of the natural Seven 
Wonders of the World. The people of Victoria 
Falls are the drivers and the caretakers of the 
majestic falls. 90% of these people depend on 
the vibrant tourism sector for their livelihoods. 

The outbreak of the corona virus has become 
a menacing threat to livelihoods. Tour operators 
in the town have suspended their operations 
in efforts to combat the spread of the virus. 
Furthermore, the suspension of flights, travel 
bans and lock down world-wide has affected the 

tourist inflows to Victoria Falls.  
This scenario has consequently broken down 

the informal sector, which specializes in crafts 
comprising curios, pottery and stone work. Bulk 
of the craft operators work from the rural areas 

Lupane Pastors escalate Covid-19 awareness 
campaigns, psychosocial support campaign

Innovative Vic Falls 
youths set up viral online 
Covid-19 campaign 

which are already marginalized. 
“The Covid-19 outbreak left these rural 

communities exposed to coronavirus and abject 
poverty. This poses a greater risk to everyone. 
With the depletion of their sources of income, 
the communities have no means to protect 
themselves through sanitization and staying at 
home as they have no food and other basics”, 

said Nomqhele Siziba the Youth Invest director. 
Meanwhile, the Youth Invest Save Victoria Falls 

Homes Campaign has raised donations for 15 
households with an average of 100 beneficiaries. 
Additional funding is envisaged to assist in 
acquiring grocery hampers, toiletries and face 
masks. 



4

The Pumula Youth Leadership 
Forum ( PYLF) which is under the 
Zimbabwe Christian Alliance, 
Pumula hub has embarked on a 
journey to assist an old lady from 

Robert Sinyoka, whose house roof was blown 
away by a whirlwind. 

Gogo Mamoyo who resides at Robert Sinyoka 
no longer has a roof over her head during this 
winter season as it was blown off by a whirlwind. 
The Zimbabwe Christian Alliance hub members 
who visited her said Gogo MaMoyo was going 
through a difficult time and has been 

sleeping in a shack. 
“When we heard of her story we decided to 

go and see what was happening. The whirlwind 
blew away the asbestos of her house and to make 
matters worse the house that she was staying 
in was already cracked,” said Mr Givemore 
Mangena, the organising secretary of PYLF. 

Mangena said the old lady needed the help of 
the community as she does not have anything 
from food to blankets. He said the village head 
in the area mentioned that other villagers at 
Robert Sinyoka took note of the situation of Gogo 
MaMoyo and have been helping. 

“Imagine how cold it is nowadays in proper 
houses and what of Gogo who sleeps in a shack 
and does not have blankets. Such weather 

conditions are not good for people who are not 
well health wise. Gogo is not well and this is not 
good for her at all,” he said. 

He further said the hub will be going back to 
visit Gogo this Wednesday and they are hoping 
that people would have come through with 
donations to help her during this difficult time. 

“I am aware that everyone is going through a 
difficult time due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
But we are appealing to anyone who has 
something to offer to help this old lady. She has 
no one else to help her but the community. We 
will be going back on Wednesday to check on 
her and offer a helping hand,” he said. 

Besides helping Gogo MaMoyo, the PYLF has 
been embarking on a lot of community initiatives 
during the lockdown that ensured that people 
lived together in peace and harmony. 

“We have been making a lot of impact in our 
community hence other communities decided 
to join forces with us and a Bulawayo Youth 
Leaders Forum has been formulated. Through 
the Churches Convergence on Peace (CCOP) we 
were taught on peace and the prerequisites for 
community development. This has moulded us 
to be the people we are today and we than 

Zimbabwe Christian Alliance for awarding us 
this opportunity as youths,” he said 

Malawians will return to the 
polls on Tuesday in a hotly 
contested presidential 
election rerun, being held 
almost five months after 

the Constitutional Court annulled the 
results of a disputed vote last year.  

The country's electoral commission had 
initially declared incumbent President 
Peter Mutharika the narrow winner of the 
May 2019 election with a 38.57 percent 
share of the vote. He is being challenged 
by Dr Lazarus Chakwera. 

Zimbabwe Christian Alliance is closely 
following the elections which are being held 
amid a surge in the number of coronavirus 
cases in that particular country as well as 
Southern Africa in general. Meanwhile 
in Zimbabwe, the electoral commission 
(ZEC) has indefinitely suspended elections 
pending the decrease in the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

HWANGE: Some churches opened for their 
Sunday services. Some churches had multiple 
services with breaks in between. Those that 
failed to have their church services cited 
unavailability of venues, (especially those that 
use schools), limited resources to purchase 
required thermometers and sanitisers. Others 
cited that they were awaiting the green light 
from their headquarters. Prices of basic goods 
continue to rise, whilst fuel is still scarce in the 
town. 

LUPANE: Most churches congregated 
yesterday, however many did not have 

thermometers. Some churches are still waiting 
for approval from their headquarters. The 
challenge is with those who use Mabhikwa High 
for their services because they were unable to 
use the venue. Some churches used open spaces 
while others used the cell group methods. All is 
normal though  prices are continually rising, and 
most shops are charging in forex. 

HURUNGWE: ZRP has since eased lockdown 
operations. Farmers are going about their normal 
business, most without masks. People are not 
observing social distancing. Shop owners are 
rating 2 bond notes to 40cents. 

CHEGUTU: For the past week there was no fuel 
in the town. Diesel came yesterday and petrol 
was available at total and puma garages only. 
Motorists are now sleeping in queues to get 
fuel, whilst garages selling in forex have taken 
advantage of the shortage and have increased 
the price  to 1.05 a litre. 

BEITBRIDGE: Mealie-meal is now available 
in most shops, with 10kgs costing ZWL 380. 
Dulibadzimu rank was business as usual. Police 
and security are trying to manage the border 
boundary to minimize any illegal activities. 
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